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social and political justice. | embrace this op-
portunity to look back at the men and the
movement which pressed this nation forward
in its journey towards the fulfillment of our
founders’ creed, and look forward as the
march toward opportunity, justice, and free-
dom for all continues.

When Dr. King left for India in February
1959, he was just beginning to make his mark
as a leader of the national movement for civil
rights. He had organized the successful boy-
cott of Montgomery, Alabama’s public trans-
portation system in 1955, and founded the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference two
years later. His burgeoning success had pro-
vided his non-violent movement with the mo-
mentum and potential to become a truly pow-
erful force in the pursuit of equal rights for all
Americans. This momentum became en-
trenched during Dr. King’s trip to India, where
his immersion in the world of Mahatma
Gandhi’s own non-violent success led King to
commit himself in his philosophical entirety to
the principle of meeting hate and injustice with
persistent non-violence.

Though Gandhi had passed away eleven
years prior to Dr. King’s journey, King was no
less attentive to the followers of the great
shanti sena—the “non-violent army” that Gan-
dhi led in his successful effort to free his coun-
try from the grasp of colonialism. He encoun-
tered those who had stood with Gandhi
through the long, arduous struggle for India’s
sovereignty, and came to deeply understand
the necessary commitment and purpose of
which believers in non-violence must never
lose sight. Dr. King came to believe that if
India can assert its independence from the
bonds of the British Empire without violence,
then the United States of America can achieve
racial equality with the same approach. He
took the lessons of a people half a world away
and applied them to the struggle of his own
nation, illustrating that a righteous cause pur-
sued by means which justify its ends holds
universal promise. Perhaps it is best articu-
lated by Dr. King himself: “As | delved deeper
into the philosophy of Gandhi, my skepticism
concerning the power of love gradually dimin-
ished, and | came to see for the first time its
potency in the area of social reform.”

Now, with the passage of five decades, let
us commemorate this historic journey of our
beloved Dr. King, focusing on the lessons it
taught him and the strength it provided him as
he met the challenges of his day. Let us not
only remember the past, but rather carry its
lessons into a brighter future of promise and
freedom. | once again express my heartfelt
appreciation for Congressman LEWIS, a man
whose own journey and career follow closely
the principles and vision laid out by these two
men, and urge all my colleagues to take this
opportunity to honor those who refuse to allow
the forces of hate and oppression to provoke
them to lose sight of their vision for justice by
embracing the nonviolent path.

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of House Resolution 134, which recognizes
the 50th Anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s visit to India.

It will be my honor to co-chair a delegation
led by Congressman JOHN LEWIS, a colleague
of Dr. King and true hero of the civil rights
movement, that is going to New Delhi to com-
memorate his historic trip.

The lessons that Dr. King drew from Ma-
hatma Gandhi’'s teachings of nonviolence
came at a pivotal time in American history.
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A century earlier, the issue of race and
equality tore the United States apart. Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln, whose 200th birthday
we celebrate this year, prophetically said, “I
believe this government cannot endure perma-
nently half-slave and half-free.” Unable to re-
solve this fundamental issue of human rights
either politically or peacefully, the United
States descended into an awful Civil War.
After four bitter and bloody years, slavery was
abolished and America’s soul saved, but the
undressed wounds of injustice and intolerance
were deep and raw.

Several lifetimes later, amid a crescendo for
full civil rights from millions still denied, lead-
ers like Dr. King faced a choice. Was the way
again through armed conflict, with all of its suf-
fering, or through nonviolent resistance relying
on the power of morality over mortar?

The principles of Gandhi helped show the
way.

We know that Dr. King’s gracious welcome
and textured experiences in India served to
guide him more surely down the path he had
chosen for his people and country. He said,
“Since being in India, | am more convinced
than ever before that the method of nonviolent
resistance is the most potent weapon avail-
able to oppressed people in their struggle for
justice and human dignity.”

Those beliefs would be put to the test dur-
ing the civil rights struggles of the 1960s, in-
cluding in my home state in Alabama. Some-
times, the challenges were visible and shock-
ing, as they were with the church bombings in
Birmingham and beatings at the Pettus Bridge
in Selma. More often, there were the subtle
slights born of fear and prejudice.

But whatever the indignity or assault suf-
fered, the response was never hate. In his
Letter from a Birmingham Jail, Dr. King set the
direction: “I have consistently preached that
nonviolence demands that the means we use
must be as pure as the ends we seek.”

It is now 2009, 50 years since Dr. King’s
visit to India. | believe the U.S. has come far-
ther in these last 50 years than in the pre-
ceding 100 years.

Providing all of our citizens with true equal
protection under the law has made us a bet-
ter, stronger nation. We will recognize the last-
ing legacy of the movement for nonviolent
change next month when the Faith and Poli-
tics Institute holds its biennial Civil Rights Pil-
grimage to Alabama. It has been my privilege
to be associated with the Institute and this
event, which brings citizens of all ages and
races together to reflect on the lessons of the
civil rights movement and retrace the steps of
its courageous pioneers.

One mark of how far we’ve come is the cre-
ation of the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute,
which overlooks the same park where fire
hoses and police dogs were unleashed
against peaceful citizens in 1963.

But what will be remembered in American
history for all time is the inauguration of Presi-
dent Barack Obama. There is a small vignette
from that day that perfectly illustrates the heal-
ing that has transpired in America and gives
hope for the future. About 30 constituents from
Congressman DANNY DAviS’s Chicago District
was in the hallway where my office is located,
unable to squeeze into a hearing room to view
the President’s speech on television. My staff
invited them in and they all watched the
speech together, a group of African-American
constituents in the office of a Southern con-
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servative. That is a mighty transformation
since the racial turmoil in Birmingham.

We were united in celebration of the hope
and promise that is America. Hope and faith is
what inspired Dr. King during his mission and
it is what brings us together today.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time
as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 134.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

HONORING THE NAACP ON ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 35) honoring and praising the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, NAACP, on the
occasion of its 100th anniversary.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 35

Whereas the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (referred to
in this resolution as the ‘“NAACP’), origi-
nally known as the National Negro Com-
mittee, was founded in New York City on
February 12, 1909, the centennial of Abraham
Lincoln’s birth, by a multiracial group of ac-
tivists who met in a national conference to
discuss the civil and political rights of Afri-
can-Americans;

Whereas the NAACP was founded by a dis-
tinguished group of leaders in the struggle
for civil and political liberty, including Ida

Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. DuBois, Henry
Moscowitz, Mary White Ovington, Oswald
Garrison Villard, and William English
Walling;

Whereas the NAACP is the oldest and larg-
est civil rights organization in the United
States;

Whereas the mission of the NAACP is to
ensure the political, educational, social, and
economic equality of rights of all persons
and to eliminate racial hatred and racial dis-
crimination;

Whereas the NAACP is committed to
achieving its goals through nonviolence;

Whereas the NAACP advances its mission
through reliance upon the press, the peti-
tion, the ballot, and the courts, and has been
persistent in the use of legal and moral per-
suasion, even in the face of overt and violent
racial hostility;

Whereas the NAACP has used political
pressure, marches, demonstrations, and ef-
fective lobbying to serve as the voice, as well
as the shield, for minority Americans;

Whereas after years of fighting segregation
in public schools, the NAACP, under the



